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Introducing the beauty of chance and creativity found in Jeju, where nature, 
myth, society, science, and culture come together.
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Serendipity refers to creative discovery arising from an unexpected occasion or 

chance, or a fateful encounter.

In Jeju, serendipity emerges across various dimensions (nature, myth, culture, and more). The cyclical order 

of nature, the symbols of love and fortune, and the process of creative discovery are woven into Jeju's 

culture and landscape.

Jeju, the Island of Chance 
and Discovery

What Is Serendipity?



Jeju serendipity manifests practically in nature, love, fortune, creativity, science, and culture, each with its 

own distinctive mode of chance, discovery, law of cycles, and innovativeness.

In Jeju, love, fortune, creativity, science, and culture—grounded in nature—

influence one another and form a cyclical structure.

Nature — The Cosmic Cycle of 

Hallasan and the Oreum Love — The Legends of 
Samseonghyeol and Honinji

Fortune — An Island of 
Peace and Opportunity

Creativity — Jeju Folk Traditions 

and Everyday Wisdom

Science — Environmental 
Adaptation and Sustainability

Culture — Community and the 
Jeju Spirit

Jeju 
Landsca
pe

Jeju's Serendipity as I, Here, 
Now

Overview of Jeju 
Serendipity



Jeju's nature reveals the law of cosmic cycles. Its 

galaxy-shaped terrain and the 360 oreum spread 

around Hallasan resemble a miniature of the universe.

Jeju has a 'Path of Water' and a 'Path of Fire' that 

embody the harmony of yin and yang. The Path of 

Water evokes analogical thinking and the Path of Fire 

evokes warm empathy, symbolizing the harmonious 

relationship between nature and humankind.
In the serendipity of Jeju's nature—Hyeopjaegul Cave, Cheonjeyeon Falls, Seongsan Ilchulbong, and more—

geographic features combine with mythic imagination to create distinctive cultural value.

Jeju oreum 
landscape

Path of 
Water

Hallim Park → 

Sanbangsan → 

Yongmeori → 

Cheonjeyeon Falls → 

Jeongbang Falls

Path of 
Fire

Jeju Folklore and Natural 
History Museum → 
Manjanggul Cave

→ Seongsan Ilchulbong → 

Sangumburi
The principles of cycle and the analogical patterns found in 
Jeju's nature

Jeju Serendipity in 
Nature



Jeju combines symbols of love—mythic legends, Samseonghyeol, Honinji, and the 

dol hareubang—with its appeal as a honeymoon destination.

The very topography of Jeju, where the fire of Hallasan and the water of the Pacific, and the yin and yang of 

North and South Jeju form a harmony, holds the serendipity of love. The stories of Samseonghyeol and 

Honinji, tied to the legend of Xu Fu, have been passed down as a beautiful love story of Northeast Asia.

Jeju dol 
hareubang

The dol hareubang, symbol of 
Jeju's love and fortune

Jeju's Serendipity as 
Love



Jeju Island is known as an island of fortune and peace. Visits by Gorbachev, 

Bush, and Yang Shangkun made Jeju the wellspring of the Cold War's thaw.

The Legend of Xu Fu and Samseonghyeol — the story of Xu 
Fu, who came in search of the elixir of immortality

Horse culture — the historical value of the Jeju horse, called the heavenly 

horse; Haenyeo culture — a symbol of managerial skill and high income; Dol 

hareubang and Seolmundae Halmang — the guardian deities of Jeju

Jeju 
haenyeo

Haenyeo culture, a symbol of Jeju's 
fortune and opportunity

Jeju's Serendipity as 
Fortune



Every great discovery or problem-solving begins with finding a common pattern among things that seem 

unrelated. Jeju is a treasure trove of such analogical thinking and creativity.

Neo-Confucian creativity found in the 

culture of stone, wind, and women

Problem-solving wisdom embedded in traditional 

structures such as the dottongsi, sandam, and 

deureumdol

A cultural tradition of community-based collaboration 

and knowledge sharing

Innovative solutions seen in the Olle trails, thatched 

houses, and horse culture

Jeju stone-
wall path

Jeju thatched 
house

Jeju 
haenyeo

Traces of creativity embedded in Jeju's 
everyday life

Jeju's Serendipity as 
Creativity



Jeju Island's mode of environmental adaptation reveals a distinctive scientific reasoning and sustainable 

solutions. The principles of yin-yang and the five phases, and of earth, water, fire, and wind, are deeply 

woven into Jeju's natural environment and daily life.

The yin-yang and five-phases system — the scientific link between the Three Abundances (stone, wind, 
women) and the Five Abundances (Three Abundances + drought + horses)

Hallasan and the dol hareubang — the central axis of 
cosmic creation and its astronomical meaning
Stone walls and water management — sustainable science and technology such as wind gaps 

and rainwater use; the everyday scientific wisdom of galot (persimmon-dyed clothing), 

baryeong, batbolligi, and silkworms

Jeju stone 
wall

"Drawing on Neo-Confucian thought, Jeju early on possessed a scientific reasoning that 

regarded the island as a symbol of the universe."

Jeju Serendipity as 
Science



Through folk traditions and community—myths, gememassim, sunureum, and the Chilmeoridang Gut—Jeju's 

cyclicality, openness, and cosmopolitanism have merged with a modern creative culture.

Jeju's culture connects nature, myth, and communal wisdom into one, forming a distinctive serendipity. 

The contemporary meaning of the halmang and the haenyeo, and the value of collective creativity, are 

being newly illuminated.

Seolmundae 
Halmang

Chilmeoridan
g Gut

Geme
massi
m

Sunureu
m

Modeumbeolc
ho 
(communal 
grave-
tending)

Pumasi 
(labor 
exchange)

Haenyeo 
culture

Openne
ss

Jeju 
haenyeo

The Jeju haenyeo, symbol of 
community culture

Jeju Serendipity as 
Culture



Seven Steps to Realizing 
Jeju's Serendipity

1 Perceptual Training
Training in doubt and in shifting perspectives to view things from 
diverse angles

2 Leeway
A foundation for new attempts and creation through temporal, mental, 
and material leeway

3 Open Thinking
Respect for diversity, exchange with the outside, and 
communal inclusiveness

4 Command of High-Quality 
Information
Seeking out meaningful information amid the flood of data and 
analyzing it independently

5 Learning

The process of reaching mature wisdom 
through study and repeated practice

6 Focus
Creation and innovation through selection and focus, 
passion and immersion

7 Logical Thinking
The logical systematization and structuring of diverse ideas 
and conceptions

Seven Methods Created 
Through Creative 
Thinking



Conclu
sion

Jeju is an island of serendipity that turns chance into opportunity. Here, where nature's laws of cycle, the 

symbols of love and fortune, and the source of creative thinking come together, we discover new 

possibilities.

Its diverse values and experiences show that Jeju is a leading model for the future creative ecosystem. 

Through the seven modes of creative thinking, we can all realize serendipity in everyday life.

Jeju 
sunset

"Jeju's serendipity is the cycle of chance and creativity found in the 

common patterns of nature and culture."
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