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The autogenous modernity of Donghak
Thought and the liminality of a conspiracy.

autogenous modernity and Liminality of Disorder in Donghak
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Awareness of the problem and Research Background

* Donghak ideology was developed in the context of the Joseon Dynasty in  autogenous forming
the 19th century, when conflict and fusion of Eastern and Western ideas modernity
e theWtims.of Heaven, View of Earth, and View of Humanity are key concepts

that compare Eastern and Western thought systems.
- Wes ontologi Reasoning system (substance

tern: cal theory, essence/phenomenon
generati BRastoiRg system (property
- Orie ve theory, emphasis on
o Liminality changederisseti®dundary, in-

betweenness, and transition. _
- A border space where social and cultural order is dismantled and reorganized

- A concept that analyzes creative transformation through conflict and synthesis of Eastern and Western ideas in Donghak
Thought.

Purpose of this study: To explore the liminality shown in Donghak's ideas of Sicheonju (52X &), Johwajeong (&1t E
), and eternal immortality (K £~ %) and reexamine the self-generating aspects of Korean modernity.
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Theoretical background: Liminality concept

Liminality is alertn , betwe, conve concept that

ess ennes rtibilit means
S y
Characteristics of Liminality:
The existing order is dismantled and a new |iminal A place where the possibility of
order is formed. space transformation and creation opens up

e Application of liminality in the

studty of Donghak Thought . _
- Eastern and collision  Creative border space

Western systems of and fusion through
,—[%Ugwtarrangement of heaven, earth and human beingsin a

relationship where “phylogeny repeats ontogeny”

* Analytical dimensions of liminality
- Viewof :The boundary between

Heaven figurative/assimilatory views of heaven and

- Earthview y[he hayndacy Betwe e Retsri{rardsnsed

pﬁgeghes and the formation of the Concept of

- View of harmgﬁyndaries of growth-oriented/appreciative

Humanity human views and the idea of eternal
* Donghak seen immagiiEenous : A space of creative reconstruction and new possibilities, not a simple

through liminalitv modernitv  middle ground between Eastern and Western modernitv
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Comparison of Eastern and Western views of heaven - Western
figural views of heaven

e ontological Characteris e The Four Causes (earth,
" tics of _ The(F)ry and thef water, "
- change su sta{}?gw of De.scr| FOL-"%rucsa?l:ss&so\/%rmrcea’uvﬁhraﬂ)aterla
ptlon cause, efrect cause, purpose cause

Heaven - 4 elements: Earth, Water, Fire, Wind
) . i - God or Idea as the fifth element
- Dichotomous distinction between essence and '

phenomenon e Western modernity and changes in

. : . View of Heaven
e Plato and Aristotle's view of the universe

- Ji Dong theory and Calvin's predestined

- Plato: The world of ideas (forms) and the world of .
salvation theory

phenomena
, - Matteo Ricci’s "Cosmic Siluiy and the
- Aristotle: Form and matter ] )
e The Western from bottom As an observation method, phensaieaadreedhdkied into form (essence) and
figurdtigeiiemtolbgicad top material (substance) and change is explained through substance.
bteavauresthat commands
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Oriental fairytale-like View of Heaven

Duality of the Eastern

View of Heaven
- Cheon : Mugeuk, who gave birth to heaven and

Oecheon (K 7tearth, Taegeuk’s heaven (sky above the
- ;gg Beop- éll(-{gaven lvided into heaven and

cheon (32,%K earth, heaven as a law
Charadteristics of an assimilated View of Heaven: the

roperty of integrating heterogeneous elements into one
Prop C yeonwonﬂgroom : The sk% is round and the earth is

X EH 7) angular - morphological distinction
- Heavenly Way and : Heaven is Tao, Earth is Virtue -
Earth Virtue Functional division

A generative view of the universe

through Yin-Yan% and Five Phases ,
- western Substantive Unlike (jisuhwa change to Descri

chanfge style) attribute ption
- Explanation of the organic relationship of all things through correlational

thinking: Yin and Yang - Three Materials - Sasang = Five Phases - Eight
Trigrams Development

Triple stsineitatie dfahise/péWesl prealengiaeon of Parehogertview of

: elements (like carbon assimilation)
Hu[na@c'atrYdensat : Properties of Earth - Compression and
ion Condensation (Like Water Vapor

- Contact Céﬁtcﬁ@%tﬁ"?cﬂ”f) uman beings - meeting and

flowering (fiicinn of different elementc
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the View of Heaven and liminality in Donghak Thought

e Sangje and is a core doctrine of Donghak, meaning
earth ‘attendance to heaven’.

- A product of religious awakening stemming from Choi Soo-un’s experience of answering angel questions.

- Creative fusion of the Western personal God and the Oriental heterodox View of Heaven

| “My heart is your heart. If each person attends, honors, and serves the Lord in his or her heart, this is the way of

heaven.” - From Tokyo to Daejeon
e Liminality of Eastern and(Border

Western views of convergence |
- West: Formal View of Heaven - separation of

heav%rr}anscendent God and’human beings

- East: Fairytale View of Heaven - unity of heaven and
man, unity of heaven and human beings

o aufoémagk:é(@reggating position that simultaneously

moderﬁgﬂ%ﬂ|ze§ité%n8fendentaI and Immar.1ent Heaven.. -
- Emphasized the Transformation of the spirit within doc

‘immanence’ of the and the spirit outside trin
univergaing Donghak's unique View of Heaven, such as the great path of no

extremes, harmony, and no-action.

- Creative synthesis of Eastern and Western ideas and construction of a new
ideological system rather than simply responding to Seohak
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Comparison of Eastern and Western Ji-Guan - Western Qualitative

Ji-Guan

e weste material

rn knowledge ontological perspective
* The Four Elements Novel of Earth Water Fire

Wind

- The four elements as material substances that
make up the earth

e atoMieveibelghaterial world linked to Aristotle’s

vielpeory of four causes
- Analytical thinking: from parts to whole rather than

from whole to parts.

- tradition from Democritus and Epicurus to modern
science
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: Conceptualize land as matter (hyle) from an

3- Ji-gwan as

fum&tion
- Common structure of Indo-European language

SYtfide

- Social structure of Cheon (priest) - Ji (warrior) - In
(producer)

Modern transformation of ontological knowledge

- Rdrsebisrifieda88igm of modeadienidithat
meiieegiadzed nature: world view
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Oriental condensed paper tube

* Theoriental conde Having characteristics: A phenomenon in which

paper tube is nsed heterogeneous elements become entangled and
- The earth exerts compre 5|a<n and contraction forces

under the ianuenc%oc!Hhtlees V.

- Emphasis on the interrelationship between Cheonwoniji
. BN qu\gégﬁ,ﬁi&g) and Cheondoiji Virtue (K& i &
of Concept _
- Inthe Five Phases, the central earth plays a central role in the
harmony and change of yin and yang.

- Even with the change of time, the soil of Jin, Sul, Chuk, and Mi
e Feng Medgiexhe thanse:

Shuilee o ous ugh ,
- Feniqzhu system that emphasizes the energy of the earth and

the egrya/‘ of‘iri—water division
e

- The symbolic system of the land developed through the Nine

o correPatise BBt RIgHGMsHIP Het bareo CTEIEE)

reasons land and humans based o
- Earth is the mediator between humans and heaven: condensation is the

medium %at connects assimilation and assimilation.

- Unlike Western material concepts, the land itself is an organic being with
vitalitv and divinityv.
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Harmony and liminality of Donghak Thought

e Hwahwajeong The meaning and e Donghak Taoist and Neo-
(Hwahwajeon View of Earth doctrine  elements Confucian
) - ‘Harmony’ means the result of the movement of - Natural fusion and ide lIJo ical
heaven and earth, and ‘Jeong’ means settlement and reinterpretation of spells an%r%alismans

- Harmony between traditional Confucianism’s
Ibeopcheon and the West’s figurative View of

implementation.

e In - The ioidity2f Vpgern material knowledge and o LinhieRM@y of and social
Donghasten BTQﬂ@‘SeeéJBBYélﬁgge o branch,piPe_ _ meaning o
K Lan ésnrgmterpre ed as a space of spirituality and - Social liminality where the hierarchical division of
harmony rather tIYan a simple material. space is dismantled
- The connection between the land and the
- An egalitarian perspective that re-establishes the people as the foundation of autogenous

-ngg@;mof a new social space through ‘Confucian

status of land as a space for people’s lives
Revolution’ during the Donghak Peasant Movement
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Western growth-oriented View of Humanity

e ontological : Centered on human
View of essence and growth
e CEhustdaityprigins

- Original Sin: Growth and Change through
Salvation

- Protestant ethics: self-improvement,
sanctification through work

* modern development

- Descartes' rational subject: the thinking
individual

- Enlightenment: Human perfection through
reason and rationality
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modern

development
self- : Step-by-step

- Maslow's actualizacompletion of growth
- Existentialispry Humapgipgs as subjects

who create themselves

- Posthumanism: Transcendental Evolution
Combined with Technology

Charatgshictics of tHen et v yotanfefm

th bottom to top
Humalﬁrj@:\/liduali : Emphasis on individual

stic achievement and development

- Progress and pae(y@pmgﬁrgtﬁcﬁyﬁluating continuous

change and growth as positive values
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Oriental approach to humanity

e Contact :A property that allows heterogeneous beings to meet as

flowering equals, preserve differences, and integrate
(Eh'i_'f concept that represents the core differences between Eastern

nd Western views of humanity

- Human beings are a fusion of heaven and earth, heaven and earth,
e Mutuwd¥éEHsation of : Interaction of heaven,

heaven and earth and h and human
huFnaGeongeongonsun (%%EEFSJTE): A person who integrates the Qian ($2) of Heaven
a

W% the Shun (&) o {05

- Fractal human-universe view: In heaven (1), earth (2), and human (3), human is

o correldtRiSaRe i 1eaven and earth.

reasons abroa

d
- Harmony of ﬁollectivity and individuality: individuals are an organic part of society and the universe
psycnology

- Integration of inner and outer energy, balance of mind and emotions

e Social realization of an oriental View of Humanity
- Politics: The moral example of a gentleman and the ideal of social harmony

- Study: Integration of the scriptures, the use of the scriptures and the kings of the inner world

assimilati
on
Attributes of

central
orientation
and
integration

condensa
tion
Perfectionis

m/Converge
nce
Attributes of
Eaith
Contact
flowering

S\(ggqgt"sm/c

onvergence
The
attributes of
human
beings
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Donghak Thought’s View of Humanity and liminality of eternal life

an qxei mmgln%!ityound of immortality (Kt~ =)

- Enhancing the status and role of ‘people’ among the three talents of heaven, earth
and people

- In Donghak, humans acquire a cosmic status as part of the Three Goods equal to
heaven and earth.

" Transformation of the spirit within and
the spirit outside"

There is spirituality on the inside, and
vaporization on the outside.

* A View of Humanity centered on Sangje and Earth
* SocialDiseaveingradavibnii@btyGod’ within humans = Deification of humans

- Institutionalization of equality ideology through contact
subject - dismantling of class boundaries

- Donghak Peasant Movement and rising status of the people

- @5@&?&]%Iab§8%ﬁ%‘é&%@f@@¥t@ﬂﬂj communal View of Humanity as
modernity  distinguished from Western modernity
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Donghak’s autogenous modernity and social meaning

Features of

e structural lereactlve comqblnatlon of
emergence mfgf’ﬁ%ﬁu Western thought

e Transbounda systegrsted reconstruction of
ry integrationthe three blessings of

e Self-sustainingteadennByrek @red ddd nhrough
Sicheonju, Johwajeong, and immortality.

- Korean modernity without westernization

- A new view of the universe through immanent
transcendence
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Social and

e Dismantling thl'el cas! e Epractlcal

system and thé'iagé b?%ﬁ%l of
* Idigbatityl Significance of the
Donghak Peasant Movement

- Providing an ideological
foundation for social change

movements
e modern

|mp||ngrag,t|on of historical
o - lrpesiEaEouptigbipnisr the

KappadtPemocratic Movement

- Possibility of transition to post-
modernity
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Conclusion and Implications

Liminality of Donghak Thought and

aut °§%Rg %i mgoqggw i's:c Xot just a
eligious movement. Ea

tern and Western thou utqgenous
e Sangje, Harmony, and EternalImmortsaﬁ{y%acrea%tver%ulsqlongo t e? ra%vg)

The Meaning of
autochthonous
modernity lit n implementation
. The_pecgliarity of Korean ?T(quL)J eIrXity in \(’JYhiSrstol(rgFEg Jange and
° %ﬁiﬂ%“ﬁm&'i%ﬂ occur simultaneously P Y
Western modernity

inherent a Social

Contemporary implications and future research directions

* |Inthe era of ecological crisis and integrated The alternative reasoning
odernity crisis, Donghak Thought niverse system presented by this
. rough l¥1e cflsmant ng and re onstrucHon of postY > possti%ﬂltyyof

existin undaries such as status, class, an odernj _
. Teﬁ eer%g?or genealogcl;ca?Research on Korean moégrrﬁilty d%lcourse leading
%o Donghak-Cheondogyo-religious pluralism
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Consilient restructuring of  The emergence of

odernit .
ass?n% ayted View of Heaven, the

. : . ro . . .
material/condensed View of Earth, and the growth-oriented/appreherisive View of Humanity beings.
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