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Research overview and problem raising
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• Donghak Thought and Daesoon Thought occupy an important position in 
modern Korean religious philosophy.

• The two ideologies have different views on humanity, including equality, God, 
and modernity.

• In this presentation, we examine the relationship between humans, the 

universe, and God and the differences between modernity through major 

concepts such as Inaecheon, harmony between human beings, Bulyeongiyeon, 

and Seongsajaein.
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The Concept of Inaecheon in Donghak Thought

• Inaecheon (人乃天): meaning ‘people are the sky’, the core of Donghak Thought

• Unconventional idea of equality - claim that even butchers, women, and children 
can become heaven

• In pre-modern society, only the “Son of Heaven” could become heaven, arguing 
for equality in the human world.

• Pursuing transformative modernity - evaluated as a concept consistent with 
Western modernity

“Innaecheon (人乃天) is a concept that is consistent with Western modernity by excluding the 

transcendental aspect and maximizing the immanent aspect of the relationship between heaven and 

earth in Donghak philosophy of internal spirit and external organic harmony.”
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Daesoon Thought's Concept of harmony between the new and the 
new
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• Harmony between gods and humans: Emphasis on harmony and coexistence 
between gods (Sangje, shinmyeong) and humans

• Criticism of Inaecheon: Humans cannot be equal to heaven, and caution against 

human arrogance that has forgotten the grace of heaven and earth.

• Resolving regrets and repaying gratitude: The importance of resolving grudges 
and repaying the kindness of heaven and earth.

• View of the Three Worlds: The heavenly world, earthly world, and human 
world are operated and interact by divine command.

• Human status gradually rises through harmony with God, not through 
transformation.
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Donghak vs Daesoon: Comparison of human perspectives

Cat
ego
ry
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人乃天) 

People are 

heaven

Harmony 

between gods 

and humans 

Harmony 

between gods 

and humans

Realization of 
equality

Pursuing immediate, revolutionary 
change

Gradual realization through resolution 
and coexistence

human-God 
relationship

Human-centered, weak in Concept of 
God

Emphasis on interaction with God, 
emphasis on Shinto (神道)

space view Lack of Concept of the three worlds The structure of the three worlds 
(Heaven, Earth and Man) is clear

features of 
modernity

Transformative, in line with Western 
modernity

autogenous modernity, revitalization 
of relationships with new people
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The Meaning of non-yeongi-yeon and successful death

Non-smoking, non-
smoking

In Donghak Thought, it means that even things that cannot be understood 

(bulyeon) can one day be understood (giyeon) through practice.

Presents the possibility of enlightenment through human understanding 
and Continuity.

Successful person In Daesoon Thought, success depends on humans.

Antecedent: “A person who learned a story from a place, a person from a 

successful place” → After a story: “A person who reads a story from a place 

where a story happened, and a person from a place of success.”

It suggests a groundbreaking change in human subjectivity after Gucheon 
Sangje's personal emphasis.
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View of the Three Worlds and Divine Command Theory

• Daesoon Thought explains the relationship between the 
universe and humans, focusing on the three worlds.

• Shinmyeong (神明) is a being “supreme in truth” and is 
responsible for the operation of heaven and earth.

• Unlike Donghak Thought, it emphasizes the interaction 
between the divine world and the human world.
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Differences between autogenous modernity

Modernity of 
Donghak 
Thought• Pursuing immediate and 

revolutionary equality
• Transformative modernity: Aiming for 

radical reform of the existing order
• Interface with Western modernity 

through human-centered ideology

Modernity of 
Daesoon 
Thought
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• Gradual coexistence and 
resolution-oriented change

• Harmony between gods and 
humans: Emphasis on the 
interaction between gods and 
humans

• Seongsajaein (成事在人): Expansion 
of human subjectivity

Diversity of Korean Modernity

Both ideologies present a path to Korean autogenous modernity that is different from Western-

centered modernity, and have something in common: the reconstruction of human subjects and 

worldviews, but they differ in their method of realization and cosmological frame.
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Conclusion and Significance

• Both Donghak Thought and Daesoon Thought present important thought 
streams of Korea's autogenous modernity.

• Donghak suggests equality and immediate transformation, while Daesoon 
suggests Haewon and the path to gradual coexistence.

• The two ideologies' views on humanity show the intersection of Eastern and 
Western ideas differentiated from Western modernity.

Inaecheon and God-human harmony are not simply religious concepts, but a philosophical 

foundation that provides a new way of thinking about human subjectivity and God-human 

relationships in modern Korean society.
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