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The East Asian trifunctional system was internalized in the forms of the three-
dimensional Five Phases (Wuxing) and the Three Bonds and Five Relations
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A = Father (%) <> son () correspond vertically,

and when husband (k) <> wife (%) correspond horizontally, the ruler (Z) rises at the
center; this is the principle of the Five Phases whereby the ruler (£) can preserve his

position (fiz) for long only when there are subjects (B2 ) who check and assist him so

i that he may proceed rightly.
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