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V. The Origins of Hoeamsa

The monk Jigong: Mahakasyapa. A family linked to
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____Year  JFigue | Content _ ________

1300
1308 (age 8)

1319 (age 19)

1320-1325 (age
206)

1326

Chronicle of the monk Jigong

Birth
Renounces lay
life

Succession
to the dharma
lineage

Overseas
missionary
work

Visit to
Goryeo

A descendant of King Dronodana (Gokban-wang), the younger brother of King Suddhodana (Jeongban-
wang), the father of Shakyamuni Buddha. Of Korean lineage

Born a prince of the Indian kingdom of Magadha (EZi&#2 E: present-day southern Nepal). If his three sons
renounced lay life, their father's illness would be cured.

Sri Lanka. By his master's command he became a disciple of the Venerable Bomyeong of the Kasyapa
lineage. According to the <Stele Inscription with Preface for the Stupa of Master Jigong (3§ = %02 £+ &
#4111 /77 )> composed by Mogeun Yi Saek, he was the 108th-generation dharma heir of the Venerable
Kasyapa.

Arrives in Beijing; warmly welcomed by Jinjong, emperor of the Yuan, and venerated as "a reborn Buddha.

Within our country, the traces of Master Jigong are found at deep mountain temples away from the capital
Gaegyeong (B3, Gaeseong) where politically active monks resided—Hoeamsa in Yangju, Silleuksa in
Yeoju, Tongdosa in Yangsan, Songgwangsa on Jogyesan, Master Jigong's meditation cave and the
neodeolgaeng talus field on Mudeungsan in Gwangju, and Hwagaesa in Gyodong-myeon, Ganghwa.

After staying briefly at this temple, he later commanded Master Naong, who had become his disciple, to
greatly rebuild Hoeamsa. (Prajia Seon vs. Ganhwa Seon)
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Dhammugal Bodhisattva -> Buddhas of the past -> Kasyapa Buddha
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Content

When Haeburu was king of Buyeo, the heavenly emperor appeared in a dream to his minister Aranbul (Fi & #) and commanded, "Move the
capital to a place called Gaseobwon (;#1Z£/5) on the shore of the East Sea."” So it was decided to move the capital there. He said, "There is land
on the shore of the East Sea called Gaseobwon. The soil is fertile and suitable for growing the five grains, so it is fit to be made a capital."

Cheonhwang, Jihwang, Inhwang; under heaven a six-jang golden Buddha of Geumsan shall speak and transform into a maiden.

Kasyapa Buddha was the way in which the people of Silla expressed the Three Sages within Korea's own Seon-do tradition prior to Sakyamuni
Buddha as the Buddhist Buddha of the past, KaSyapa Buddha. The third of the Three Sages is Dangun, and if one bears in mind that Kasyapa
Buddha is, among the many Buddhas of the past, the Buddha immediately preceding Sakyamuni Buddha, one is led to consider the possibility
that Dangun, the last of the Three Sages, was expressed as Kasyapa Buddha. In this way, the Three Sages tradition of Korean Seon-do
changed its form into the Kasyapa Buddha theory and was absorbed into the Buddhist tradition. While the memory of the Three Sages of the
past was thus subsumed (##1Lt) into the Kasyapa Buddha theory, the possibility of the awakening of the Three Truths in the present or future
was combined with the future Buddha, namely Maitreya Buddha (5@ %) f#%). Maitreya thought was so greatly emphasized that it became the
center of the Seon-Buddhist syncretism of the Three Kingdoms period, and among this the "Maitreya-descent thought" in particular became
central. (The 'Maitreya thought' of Seon-Buddhist syncretism in the Three Kingdoms period)
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From Jeong Tae-min, Our History Hidden in the Constellations
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