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| . Introduction

o0 canons

- Just behind Daejin University stood the largest temple in Korean history. The temple of the highest
standing in Korean Buddhism, one that even Bulguksa never attained: Hoeamsa. Why?
Great Master Muhak? Jigong? Geumgangsan? Why the Avatamsaka Satra? Why was a Joseon-era
temple the latgest in Korean history?
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The Northwest Project: claiming the Uyghurs as Chinese territory

Qin Shi Huang was a Jurchen of the Kim clan " . .

Qin Shi Huang took the reign title of the Yellow Em%rltﬁc'l:? s BBC: "The Indian prlns(zsesn'\l/vho became a South Korean
In the end, the Yellow Emperor was of the Kim clan. 9

Kim symbolizes Altai. A Korean surname.


http://www.newstown.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=346135

| . Introduction

% )—hence a "diamond" (geumgangseok). In Sanskrit, vajra (d31) denotes both lightning and diamond. Thus Indra's lightning-hurling weapon, the vaj

he two senses of lightning and diamond, the question arises: does it mean that firm vajra severs all afflictions just as it shatters other things (4 RIl#E)

Attracting investment—the hub of the Eurasian railway
There is almost no record that diamonds existed in ancient India.
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Dancheong patterns—the dancheong on the main gate you er
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1. The Etymology of Geumgangsan

Treasure: Goryeo Taejo's Painting of Homage to the

rdhisattva (£ # 8 E 5 ) is Dharmodgata Bodhisattva in Sanskrit, rendered by meaning as Beopseong (:%2%), Beopyong (7A2), Beopsang (/%L ), Be
1 of the Prajfidparamita sutras of the 8,000-verse and 25,000-verse lineages appears the story of Sadaprarudita Bodhisattva (% 3%, also called Buja-
is was relocated to the end of the first assembly in the Mahaprajfidparamita Satra, a notable fact within the otherwise narrative-free Prajiaparamita s

Long ago, he sought the perfection of wisdom (prajiaparamita) with his whole mind (—-L).

From the sky came a voice: "Go eastward and seek it. Then you will attain that teaching."

He went as told, but there was nothing there.
d and cried out, seeking ever more intensely, the Buddha's form appeared in the sky and said: "Far to the east lies a city called Gandhavatt (&, th
"It is adorned with the seven treasures, covered in gold, and lined with jeweled trees."
"In its ponds the lotuses are in full bloom, and it is a place where the people know no distress."
ty is the paradise of the Dhammugal Bodhisattva. There the Bodhisattva, delighting together with many female attendants, expounds the teaching of
"So go and seek out that place," he taught.

Shizutani Masao and Suguro Shinjo, trans. Mun Eul-sik, Mahayana Buddhism, vol. 3: Early Mahayana Sutras (Haengbokhan Sesang, 2013), pp. 42-
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1. The Etymology of Geumgangsan

Uisang

Fazang, the
Third
Patriarch of
Huayan

Chengguan

___ Year  |Figue | Content _____

Studied in Tang China for nine years, from 661 to 670. Having obtained intelligence of Tang's war
plans against Silla, Uisang returned home at once and championed state-protecting Buddhism—a
representative monk of the state-protecting Buddhist tradition.

A fellow student of Uisang. Fazang, the Third Patriarch of the Chinese Huayan school, sent Uisang

a letter together with the two-fascicle Huayan jing tanxuan ji (ZEE#E#R X C), his commentary on the

Sixty-fascicle Avatamsaka, still unfinished, asking Uisang to review it. The integration of Yogacara
Huayan and Madhyamaka Huayan (as recorded by Choe Chi-won).

In the third year of the Zhenyuan (& 7t) era under Emperor Dezong of Tang, he succeeded to
Fazang's Huayan lineage. "Near the eastern side of the Eastern Sea there is a mountain called
Geumgang (Diamond). Although it is not entirely gold, gold is found everywhere—above, below, on
all four sides and around, and even in the sand of the streams running through the mountain—so
that seen from afar it appears wholly of gold. Moreover, the people of Haedong have transmitted
from of old that sages sometimes appear on this mountain."

-10-



1. The Etymology of Geumgangsan

Mars

Mercury

Saturn

Vernus

The heavens at the winter solstice of 663, when Baekje fell, and the 1,980-year cycle of four sixty
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1. The Etymology of Geumgangsan

Geumgangsan = Mount Sumeru, and the reason the Avatamsaka Sitra appeared: the descendants of the Sakya clan—the Scythians
The Shakya clan called themselves descendants of the sun

Nine Mountains and Eight Seas = the Eight
Legions of Devas and Nagas
The trichiliocosm, the ninth mountain, the
Three Divine Mountains

A place of practice for Buddhas
of the past
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|11. The Origins of the Dhammugal Bodhisattva

A Buddha of the
past? A dictionarylcompilled apput a century ago
by Britain's Monier Williams at Oxford
University
Monks abbreviate it as the 'Monier

dhanu, m. oPQHRNE82) 2. dhani, f. |

(fr. /2. dhan?) a bow, Hit, ; $antis. ; a measure of
4 Hastas or cubits, L. (cf. dkanv-antara below); the
sign of the zodiac Sagittarius, Priy. i, 5; Buchanania
Latifolia, L.; Semecarpus Anacardium, L.; (dhdnu
or dhani), f. 3 dry sandbank, a sandy shore [cf. Engl.
bight, Germ. Bucht),RV.; AV. i, 17 (nom. “nis).
- Xotaki, f. a kind of flower, L. =gupta, m. N.
of a man, L. = r&ja, m. N. of one of the ancestors
of Sakya-muni, L. = x&#i, m. the sign of the zodiac

th 2 F & ¥

Dhanu—Raja: Dangun is an ancient
ancestor of Shakyamuni. Dhanu: in
Sanskrit, the ancestor of humankind
is Manu (Manus), and Manu's wife,
the female priest, is Manura; Dhanu
Babylonia Seol Chong is a holy person, meaning 'Dangun’
Sargon Dangun or 'priest.' Raja: meaning royal
family, king, royalty, or priest.

British Museum: portrait of Shakyamuni

-15-
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|11. The Origins of the Dhammugal Bodhisattva

Avatamsaka Siitra = Nagarjuna Bodhisattva, Mahayana scriptures, the
Dragon Palace?, dragon, naga, dragon, sea, ocean-seal
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) Py . ; int is that Shakyamuni inherited Korean bloodlines, and that
The Indian dragon, theﬁgagglon of the sea: Buddhism, SOUtﬂtmcgﬁwhalese people regard themselves as of the same bloodline
as Koreans. That is, they take it for granted that the Buddha was
an outstanding 'sage' of Korean stock and a descendant of
Koreans. [Source] 'Were the ancestral homelands of
Shakyamuni's forebears on the Korean Peninsula?'... An

astonishing tale of history |
-16-



The Origins of the Dhammugal Bodhisattva

Sea = the Korean Peninsula; Buddhism: sun and sea
Dolmen = steamer, the water cycle

As a flower that blooms
on water, and because
the water's surface is the
path by which vapor
rises to the sky, the lotus
was seen as a flower
connecting this world

and the next.
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Han Jong-seop, Korea, Cradle of Human Civilization (Ir

[Figure 24] Excavated at Bonghwang-dong, Gimhae

-17 -



|11. The Origins of the Dhammugal Bodhisattva

The Land of the Gentlemen (Classic of Mountains and Seas) vs. Gojoseon (Account of the Eastern
Barbarians): Dhammugal symbolizes the mountain terrain of the Land of the Gentlemen (Dragon Palace)
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Jeong Tae-min, from Our History Hidden in the

Constgl{g?ions: Gyeongbokgung, the Market of
Heaven
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V. The Origins of Hoeamsa

The monk Jigong: Mahakasyapa. A family linked to
_Kés’yapa Buddha
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The monk Jigong's route of tra
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V. The Origins of Hoeamsa

____Year  JFigue | Content _ ________

1300
1308 (age 8)

1319 (age 19)

1320-1325 (age
206)

1326

Chronicle of the monk Jigong

Birth
Renounces lay
life

Succession
to the dharma
lineage

Overseas
missionary
work

Visit to
Goryeo

A descendant of King Dronodana (Gokban-wang), the younger brother of King Suddhodana (Jeongban-
wang), the father of Shakyamuni Buddha. Of Korean lineage

Born a prince of the Indian kingdom of Magadha (EZi&#2 E: present-day southern Nepal). If his three sons
renounced lay life, their father's illness would be cured.

Sri Lanka. By his master's command he became a disciple of the Venerable Bomyeong of the Kasyapa
lineage. According to the <Stele Inscription with Preface for the Stupa of Master Jigong (3§ = %02 £+ &
#4111 /77 )> composed by Mogeun Yi Saek, he was the 108th-generation dharma heir of the Venerable
Kasyapa.

Arrives in Beijing; warmly welcomed by Jinjong, emperor of the Yuan, and venerated as "a reborn Buddha.

Within our country, the traces of Master Jigong are found at deep mountain temples away from the capital
Gaegyeong (B3, Gaeseong) where politically active monks resided—Hoeamsa in Yangju, Silleuksa in
Yeoju, Tongdosa in Yangsan, Songgwangsa on Jogyesan, Master Jigong's meditation cave and the
neodeolgaeng talus field on Mudeungsan in Gwangju, and Hwagaesa in Gyodong-myeon, Ganghwa.

After staying briefly at this temple, he later commanded Master Naong, who had become his disciple, to
greatly rebuild Hoeamsa. (Prajia Seon vs. Ganhwa Seon)

-21-



V. The Origins of Hoeamsa
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Dhammugal Bodhisattva -> Buddhas of the past -> Kasyapa Buddha
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V. The Origins of Hoeamsa

Content

When Haeburu was king of Buyeo, the heavenly emperor appeared in a dream to his minister Aranbul (Fi & #) and commanded, "Move the
capital to a place called Gaseobwon (;#1Z£/5) on the shore of the East Sea."” So it was decided to move the capital there. He said, "There is land
on the shore of the East Sea called Gaseobwon. The soil is fertile and suitable for growing the five grains, so it is fit to be made a capital."

Cheonhwang, Jihwang, Inhwang; under heaven a six-jang golden Buddha of Geumsan shall speak and transform into a maiden.

Kasyapa Buddha was the way in which the people of Silla expressed the Three Sages within Korea's own Seon-do tradition prior to Sakyamuni
Buddha as the Buddhist Buddha of the past, KaSyapa Buddha. The third of the Three Sages is Dangun, and if one bears in mind that Kasyapa
Buddha is, among the many Buddhas of the past, the Buddha immediately preceding Sakyamuni Buddha, one is led to consider the possibility
that Dangun, the last of the Three Sages, was expressed as Kasyapa Buddha. In this way, the Three Sages tradition of Korean Seon-do
changed its form into the Kasyapa Buddha theory and was absorbed into the Buddhist tradition. While the memory of the Three Sages of the
past was thus subsumed (##1Lt) into the Kasyapa Buddha theory, the possibility of the awakening of the Three Truths in the present or future
was combined with the future Buddha, namely Maitreya Buddha (5@ %) f#%). Maitreya thought was so greatly emphasized that it became the
center of the Seon-Buddhist syncretism of the Three Kingdoms period, and among this the "Maitreya-descent thought" in particular became
central. (The 'Maitreya thought' of Seon-Buddhist syncretism in the Three Kingdoms period)

-23-



V. The Origins of Hoeamsa
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From Jeong Tae-min, Our History Hidden in the Constellations

-24 -



9]
N
e
(4]
<b)
®)
xI
G—
®)
2]
c
(@)
| S
o
<b]
L
—
>

3b 4 18] )

7

-925-



Table of Contents

-26-

I. Introduction
ll. The Etymology of Geumgangsan

lll. The Origins of the Dhammugal
Bodhisattva

IV. The Origins of "Hoeam"




V. Conclusion

Content

= Whether the site of Aranta Temple, the ritual site of Kasyapa Buddha, a Buddha of
the past said to have existed in India, was modeled on the Hoeamsa site, or
whether the Hoeamsa site was modeled on Aranta Temple, is the crux of the
origins of Hoeamsa. This is a problem that can only be resolved by clarifying the
origins of Geumgangsan. Up to now there have been studies claiming that the
Hoeamsa site was modeled on Aranta Temple, but conversely there have been no
studies claiming that Aranta Temple was modeled on the Hoeamsa site. Jigong
only said that the Hoeamsa site resembled Aranta Temple; he did not clarify which
temple site came first.

= If, as in existing studies, the Hoeamsa site had been modeled on Aranta Temple,
Hoeamsa there would have been no reason for Jigong to come to Geumgangsan for two

VS years to see the Dhammugal Bodhisattva, nor any need to seek out the Hoeamsa
site. This was the very point on which Muhak and Yi Seong-gye focused. In early
Joseon it was held that Jigong had indirectly implied that Aranta Temple was
Temple modeled on the Hoeamsa site. The reason Jigong came all the way from Beijing to
see Geumgangsan likewise becomes, as with Tagore, that he came to confirm that
Geumgangsan is Mount Sumeru. Accordingly, many legends were created, such
as the confrontation between Gimdong and Jigong, paralleling the opposition
between Sakyamuni Buddha and Maitreya Buddha.

Nalanda

* This paper is a study taking the position that the site of Aranta Temple, the ritual

cifte nf Kacvanmna Riiddha a Riiddha Aaf tha nact caid +A havae avietad in India wace
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